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Leroy Raisner, Ralph Spicer, and 
John Fletcher are members of the 
Bible Study Club of Northeast 
High School, Philadelphia, Pa. They 
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followed the entire reading of the 
New Testament during the nine- 
teen-hour service in their church on 
Bible Sunday. Story on page 24. 
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A Lover of Lincoln 


And two stories from his life—one from the days of the 
campaign of 1860, and another whose end is not yet 


SAAC R. DILLER was younger than the 
three boys pictured on the cover when he 
became an earnest Christian. Here is the 

way he looks today at eighty-four, enjoying the 
best of health. He is a good friend of the 
American Bible Society, being secretary of the 
Sangamon County Bible Society in Springfield, 
Illinois. This society was formed in 1824, and 
under Mr. Diller’s leadership is vigorously pur- 
suing its program of Scripture distribution, 
which has included for the past six years the 
conduct of a Bible booth at the Illinois State 
Fair. 

When Mr. Diller was a boy of six, he used to 
visit at the home of his aunt, diagonally across 
the street from the home of Abraham Lincoln. 
Once, while he was there, a photographer asked 
permission to use the porch for taking a pic- 
ture of Mr. Lincoln and his sons ‘‘Willie’ and 


“Tad.” Seeing an opportunity for a free pic- 
ture, little Isaac Diller ran across the street 
and stood below the Lincolns on the sidewalk. 
He moved his head during the exposure, so 
that only his feet appear. The picture taken is 
reproduced here. It was taken during the 
Presidential campaign of 1860. 

Our readers of this month’s BIBLE SOCIETY 
RECORD will remember with gratitude that the 
one hundred and thirtieth anniversary of Mr. 
Lincoln’s birth falls on February 12. One of 
the few books which he possessed as a boy was 
the Bible. His constant use of it in the forma- 
tive years proved to be the channel through 
which untold blessings have come to our land 
and to the whole world; for Mr. Lincoln’s 
great official utterances, as well as his major 
decisions, reflected both the language and the 
spirit of the Bible. 
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On Reading the Bible 


N the next page begins the story of 
how a great congregation read the 
entire New Testament through in 

a single church service. The cover car- 
ries a picture snapped at this service. To 
some people this twenty-hour “marathon,” 
as it has been called, appeared as a “pub- 
ieLtvers Gumtsy 
That it received 


—at most a chapter—each day. After 
years of such reading, though their minds 
may be stored with many precious verses 
of promise, comfort and guidance, they 
may know little or nothing about the 
great sweep of Isaiah’s prophecies, have 
no clear outline of the life of Christ, nor 
any conception of 
those majestic 


wide publicity, no 
one doubts. That 
it was a stunt 
signifying noth- 
ing of worth, is 
for tnom the 
truth. Though 
the American 
Bible Society was 
instituted for the 
sole purpose of 
making the Scrip- 
tures more acces- 
sible, leaving to 
others guidance 


A Prayer for Daily Life 


Eternal God, our Father, open to us anew the Scri p- 


tures, lest ours become a wasted generation. We 
hunger for life and are fascinated by things, but 
things abundant have not brought life abundant. 
We seek our best state, and find that we have walked 
in a vain show. We pursue the dream, the shadow, 
the vapor which vanisheth, and miss the substance 
which is life indeed. The new elations, the new ex- 
pediencies, the new cruelties, turn out to be old as 
Sodom. Only by each word that proceedeth out of 
Thy mouth can we live. And so it was written cen- 
turies ago. Even so our Master found it, and so 
must we. Open to us anew the Scriptures, lest we 
needlessly repeat the futilities of the past. In His 
name, who alone did fully live, and who is the Livin g 
Word, the Way, the Truth, and the Life unto all 


arguments that 
make St. Paul the 
greatest Chris- 
tian teacher of 
all times. The 
deeper levels of 
the Bible’s riches 
come only to the 
one who reads 
the Book in a dif- 
ferent way. 

Is it not so with 
any book? One 
would not expect 
to get much from 


in its use, the So- generations. Amen. 


ciety has a natu- 

ral concern that 

the books when acquired shall be profit- 
ably read. It is the writer’s conviction 
that one reason for the widespread igno- 
rance of the Bible, even on the part of 
Christian people, is because of the piece- 
meal way in which the great book is cus- 
tomarily read. Some people read the 
Scriptures every day, and this is unques- 
tionably beneficial and to their credit. 
Many who can boast of this estimable 
habit, however, read only a verse or two 
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the reading of 

Shakespeare a 

page a day. Much 
less from the reading of a novel. If one 
wished to become proficient at any skill 
or to make himself an authority on any 
subject, he would read widely, seeking to 
cover as much ground as possible at each 
reading. 

The writer has made some careful tests 
with regard to the reading of the four 
Gospels. By reading at a very normal 
rate, allowing for meditation at intervals, 

(Turn to page 33) 
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They Read It Through 


A great church follows the lead of a small one and adopts 
a new policy for the observance of Universal Bible Sunday 


By FrAncIis C. STIFLER 


HE police who patrol North Broad 
Street in Philadelphia had scarcely seen 
their Saturday night revellers begin to 
disappear from the streets on the morning of 
last December 11, when cars began to pull up 
at the curbs near the corner of Berks Street. 
The Baptist Temple, still fragrant with the 
memory of the great Russell Conwell who built 
it on that corner, was lighted up. At three 
o’clock the organ began. Yes, it was church 
time. On this Sunday the service was to be, 
not an hour in length, but nineteen hours, clos- 
ing at ten o’clock at night. 

It was Universal Bible Sunday, and the 
Great Book was to hold the center of attention 
throughout the day. Following the example of 
the little Methodist Church of Scranton, Kan- 
sas, whose similar Bible Sunday service was 
reported in the March issue of the BIBLE So- 
CIETY RECORD last year, the great Temple 
Church of Philadelphia under the leadership of 
its resourceful pastor, Dr. Daniel A. Poling, 
had planned to read the entire New Testament 
during the day. 

Promptly at three o’clock, Dr. Poling, attired 
in pulpit gown, began the service by reading 
the first five chapters of St. Matthew. He was 
followed by Earl Montgomery, a member of the 
congregation. 

Then began nineteen hours of consecutive 
readings, in fifteen-minute periods, by specially 
selected groups of men and women, young and 
old, robed in conventional choir gowns. The 
readings comprise 260 chapters, 7,959 verses, 
181,959 words. 

Final readings from the Book of Revelation 
began at 9:00 p.m., when Harvey Cressman, 
president of the board of deacons, gave the 
reading. He was followed by Harry L. Jenkins, 
member of the board of trustees. The closing 
passages for the twenty-seven books in the 
New Testament were read by Dr. Poling. 

The church cafeteria was busy throughout 
the day for the comfort and refreshment of the 
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Dr. Daniel A. Poling, who is 
an Honorary Vice President of 
the American Bible Society, 


reading from a King James Bi- 
ble printed in 1613, and Miss 
Eleanor Barcalow, who was one 
of the seventy persons partici- 
pating in the reading of the en- 
tire New Testament in the nine- 
teen-hour service 


visitors, many of whom, like the three boys pic- 
tured on the cover, stayed throughout the whole 
day. 

The Scripture reading was broken at the 
hours of regular church worship at eleven in 
the morning and eight in the evening. In the 
course of Dr. Poling’s Bible Sunday sermon on 
the theme ‘‘The Book for the Crisis,” he said: 
“The Bible, alone of all the books opened to 
human thought, dares chart the course for both 
the body and the soul from the beginning to the 
end, and into the beyond. It alone tells us 
whence and why we came and whither we go. 
And, because it does reveal God; because it 
does explain man—his creation, his rise, his 
fall, his struggles, and his destiny ;—because it 
does introduce and interpret Jesus Christ, 
man’s only sufficient Saviour, the Bible is, and 
ever shall be, the “Book for the Crisis.” 

The occasion was enriched by the presence of 
an elaborate Bible exhibit sponsored by the 
American Bible Society and set up in the lower 
Temple, which was open to the public all day 
Saturday and Sunday, December 10 and 11. 

Among the letters of comment received by 
the church following the service were many ex- 
pressing appreciation of the beauty, dignity, 
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and helpfulness of the occasion. A letter from 
Mr. W. R. Cunningham, editor of the Legal 
Intelligencer and addressed to a Philadelphia 
paper, exemplifies the spirit with which the ob- 
servance was received by members and friends 
of the great church: 


Conceived . . in the inconspicuous town of 
Scranton, Kansas, a continuous reading of the New 
Testament was consummated in the edifice made fa- 
mous by Russell H. Conwell at a nineteen-hour serv- 
ice, 3 a.m.to10 p.m. Sunday. It was not an endur- 
ance test, but an unfolding of Scriptural wisdom at 
a time when a crisis in world affairs needs divine 
guidance and a return to the teachings of the lowly 
Nazarene. Religion is man’s search for God and the 
‘truth, and a passionate desire for peace and solace 
in a man-made world of intolerance, hatred, and 
confusion. We all can still use the Ten Command- 
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ments, the Sermon on the Mount, and the parable 
of the Good Samaritan, in these days of animosity 
and lost horizon. 


Dr. Poling writes that the results achieved 
have caused the church to incorporate the plan 
itself in the annual calendar of the congrega- 
tion. Next year, he plans another such observ- 
ance, to include the reading of selected passages 
from the Old Testament—the Psalms, Ruth, 
Ksther, Isaiah, Job, the Genesis story, etc. Says 
Dr. Poling, “Even the most conservative of our 
official family are enthusiastic in expressing 
their gratitude for this ministry in the Scrip- 
tures. We have seen already the great promise 
demonstrated that ‘His word shall not return 
unto him void.’ ” 


The Book of a Thousand Tongues 


ment in the present hate-ridden world 

will find it in the “Book of a Thousand 
Tongues” prepared by the Society and pub- 
lished by Harper and Brothers. 


Acclaimed as one of the most beautiful pieces 
of printing that have appeared in a long time, 
the bulk of the book consists of a 310-page ex- 
hibit of more than 1,100 reproductions of texts 
from nearly all of the 1,008 languages in which 
the Scriptures have been published. There are 
full-size reproductions of passages and pages 
from historic translations. Descriptive para- 
graphs accompany the exhibits of each language. 

The story of Scripture translation from the 
beginning to the present time comprises the 
opening pages of the book, and there are ample 
indexes. 

A retired missionary from Japan writes Sec- 
retary North, the editor of the book—“I want 
to express to you my sense of wonder at the 
stupendous amount of work the Book of a 
Thousand Tongues represents. As I turned its 
pages, the tears came to my eyes at the silent 
testimony of the years of toil the mani- 
fold translations witness to, and the worthi- 
ness of the Bible to call forth that labor.” 


A nent who is searching for encourage- 


Another friend of the Society writes—“I am 
unable to fully express my appreciation, and am 
awed by the stupendous work that has been 
accomplished. It is too wonderful for me to 
comprehend, but I have a great joy in realizing 
that so many people everywhere can now read 
of our Father and his beloved Son.” 

Still another writes—‘This book will bring 
home to us all a more vivid appreciation of the 
wonderful work that is being accomplished by 
the Bible Societies, and the persevering effort 
through the ages to reveal to mankind every- 
where God’s gift of his Son to a sin-cursed 
world.” 

Every minister should have a copy for ex- 
hibit and reference. 

Every Sunday School should have one as an 
aid to teachers in telling the history of the 
Bible. 

Many church members will want it for their 
personal libraries. 

The Book of a Thousand Tongues may be 
ordered direct from the American Bible So- 
ciety, Park Avenue and 57th Street, New York, 
or from Harper and Brothers, New York. The 
price is $2.50, remittance with order. 
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Progressive pastors are planning 
already for Bible Sunday in 1939. 
The date is December 10. More and 
more each year the churches are sup- 


ported in their observance by the 
OF BIBLE S U ! VDA Y radio, the press, and the endorsement 


BIBLE SUNDAY POSTER IN ARABIC 


HERE is no way of ascertaining in how 

many churches Bible Sunday is observed 

each year, nor in how many countries or 
languages. Beside its mailings to over 100,000 
pastors in the United States of America, the 
Society sends the material to all its Foreign 
Agencies, whose operations extend into over 
forty different countries. The posters fur- 
nished the Agencies abroad are supplied with 
the title and name of the Society omitted, so 
that these elements may appear in the various 
languages required. Reproduced here is the 


of the state and national govern- 
ments. The following report of the 
1938 observance will be suggestive in 
the making of plans for this year. 
—EDITORS. 


1938 poster as it was used in Arabic-speaking 
countries. In many lands the brochure is also 
translated and reprinted. The most interesting 
sample that has reached the Bible House is the 
one from Bulgaria. 


Radio Programs 


Broadcasting played its part not only in the 
United States where three great networks car- 
ried appropriate messages, but in other lands 
as well, notably in Brazil where interest in the 
Bible is growing rapidly. Dr. Turner writes: 


The Brazil Agency, together with that of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, presented a 
radio broadcast as part of the Bible Sunday com- 
memoration. With the help of friends of our work 
the broadcast was a decided success, it being pos- 
sible to send forth the Word of God on the air in all 
directions throughout the length and breadth of 
Brazil. This is the first feature of its kind under- 
taken by the Bible Societies in Brazil and perhaps 
throughout Latin America. We hope henceforth to 
include a broadcast each year in the Bible Sunday 
program. 

Music for the occasion was provided on a beau- 
tiful electrical organ loaned for the purpose. The 
main feature of the program consisted of a brief 
address of Bishop Cesar Dacorso, of the Methodist 
Church of Brazil, on “The Value and Significance of 
the Scriptures for Human Life.” Immediately fol- 
lowing, he read selected passages from God’s Word. 

It was an inspiring message that went forth into 
the night on Bible Sunday between 9:30 and 10 
o’clock, and our fervent hope is that hearts will have 
been touched and minds enlightened as the Light of 
God’s Word bore testimony to His promises. 


Off the Highway 


Leaping back to our own land, we quote from 
a letter received from Rev. M. Stetson Lincoln, 
of Houlton, Maine. He writes: 


This is what I did with the set of Scripture ex- 
hibit cards which you sent me for use on Universal 
Bible Sunday. At the Hodgdon United Baptist 
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Church I displayed them prominently, while I spoke 
on the Bible as the world’s greatest and most trans- 
lated book. I urged the people to take the other 
materials home and to read their Bibles this new 
year. I had the cards there to be examined also at 
Sunday School. 

Then I took them with me and displayed them 
and talked about them at two afternoon services, 
one at the North Amity Baptist Church and later 
at the Cary Baptist Church. I had them on display 
again in the evening service at Hodgdon, when I 
talked on the Bible as spiritual food for growth. 
The evening congregation was mostly children be- 
cause of the bad weather and hard going on back 
roads. 

The next morning I went to a little schoolhouse 
halfway between here and Houlton, and showed the 
language cards to the children, none of whom go to 
church or Sunday School. I talked about the Bible 
and gave them Bible Alphabets and John 3:16 
pamphlets and the few penny Gospels of John that 
I had. Next I went to two back settlement school- 
houses in Skidgell and Wilcox sections of Cary, 
where none of the children ever get out to church 
or Sunday School, except as I have occasional meet- 
ings in the evenings during the summertime. I 
showed the cards and talked about the Bible for all 
the world in every language. At Wilcox school 
where neither teacher nor pupils go to church, I left 
twenty of the Gospels of John, so that they can read 
together from them for morning opening exercises, 
and the children can also read them by themselves 
at home. 

I then went ten miles down the back road into the 
Eastabrook settlement of Amity, to another school- 
house where none of the children go to church, al- 
though the teacher, a fine Christian woman, does 
attend church when she can get someone to bring 
her. I showed the cards and gave them a Bible 
talk. I used the posters in the churches and then 
left one or two in each school, to be displayed as a 
constant reminder of the Bible. I pray God may 
have used the exhibits and supplies you sent me to 
inspire all these off-the-highway people to a more 
frequent reading of the Word of God. 


In a Home for Incurables 


Mr. T. J. Sowers is a patient at the Home for 
Incurables in Richmond, Virginia. Immedi- 
ately upon his admission there, three and a half 
years ago, he saw the crying need of Bible 
study and organized a Sunday School class with 
an initial enrollment of ten. The class is known 
as the W. S. Kincheloe Bible Class, being named 
after Mr. Sowers’ Sunday School teacher in his 
home town of Crewe, Virginia. Mr. Kincheloe 
and his class furnish all the supplies for Mr. 
Sowers’ class, and remember them with special 
gifts at Christmastide. 

The class at the Home for Incurables has now 
grown to a membership of forty, with an at- 
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tendance swelled by visitors to as high as forty- 
seven. They gather each Sunday, coming in 
wheel chairs and with crutches and canes. 

From an endowment fund of the home each 
patient is given $1.50 at Christmas. Members 
of the board of managers contribute in their 
own behalf another dollar, so that each patient 
receives $2.50. 

Mr. Sowers came upon a copy of the Novem- 
ber issue of the BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD and de- 
cided, after reading it, to observe Bible Sunday 
by telling his class about the work of the So- 
ciety in spreading the gospel in places where 
people did not have it. As a result, the class 
unanimously voted to give a tithe of their 
Christmas money to the American Bible So- 
ciety. The gift amounted to ten dollars. In 
one way it is, like the widow’s mite, one of the 
largest gifts the Society ever received. 


W.P.A. 


Some time ago the Society supplied to literacy 
classes under the direction of Miss Jessie P. 
Spencer, of Louisa and Fluvanna Counties, Vir- 
ginia, copies of the Gospels and the Book of 
Acts in large-print editions. As an observance 
of Bible Sunday, Miss Spencer planned to have 
the teachers and all the pupils of the seven 
schools who could secure transportation meet 
in one of the Negro churches of Fluvanna 
County. The pupils, of course, are for the most 
part adults. One old man of eighty-five testi- 
fies that he has learned to read “so I kin know 
what my Old Massa wants me to do ’fo I faces 
him in de judgment.” 

It was a happy occasion, of which Miss 
Spencer hopes to write the editors of the RECc- 
ORD more fully later; but the stirring fact is 
that from these near-pauper donors the offer- 
ing was $14.78! 


The Honorable Frank R. McNinch, chair- 
man of the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, was heard by thousands of his fellow citi- 
zens on Universal Bible Sunday in an address 
over the Red Network of the National Broad- 
casting Company. Through the courtesy of the 


Department of National Religious Radio, the 
American Bible Society has at its disposal a lim- 


ited number of copies of this address. They 
may be had without charge by writing to the 
Bible Society Record, Park Avenue and 57th 
Street, New York City. 
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NDER the auspices of 

U the American Bible So- 
ciety and through the 
generosity of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, I am 
permitted to visit with you 
this afternoon and briefly dis- 
cuss some of the privileges 
enjoyed by American citizens. 

Americans would not now 
know how to adjust them- 
selves to the loss of innate freedom—freedom 
to speak, freedom of worship, and freedom to 
exercise individual talents. Yet, today mil- 
lions of human beings in some countries—peo- 
ple with hearts and souls like ours—have no 
such birthright. This did not come about 
through their own choosing; they were given 
no choice. It came through self-imposed lead- 
ership. Those people were once deluded with 
the idea that their present plight was not pos- 
sible in modern civilization. They thought pa- 
ganism belonged to the archives of the jungles. 
The moral for us here is: A people can sleep 
on their rights. 

The Mexican warrior Santa Anna, with an 
army twice the size of the Texan forces, in 
1836, stopped on the now famous Texas San 
Jacinto battlefield for a siesta,—and slept too 
long for their good. As vigilance is the price 
of freedom, I raise the red flag of danger 
against our sleeping too long in the face of in- 
difference to racketeering against the sustain- 
ing virtues of American life. 

Let us not make the mistake of flattering our- 
selves with delusions of security—security not 
for our worldly possessions alone, but for those 
ideals of life and human relationships that have 
made possible our progress thus far. Only by 
practicing and preaching faith, confidence, tol- 
erance, and justice, can the human race escape 
future disaster. As a youth in a Christian en- 
vironment, I was impressed by the comment I 
frequently heard of the increasing popularity 
of the Book of Books, called the Bible. 

The Bible is still the “best seller.” 


Mr. Roper 


Butein 
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Radio Address of the 


Delivered on Universal Bibl 
Studios of the Columbia B 


the face of present disturbing conditions 
throughout the world, we must conclude that 
earnest reading and application of its precepts 
are not keeping pace with the volume purchases 
of the Book. Hence, while we are interested in 
Bible sales, we are more concerned over the 
need of its more careful reading and more re- 
flecting on the way of life outlined therein. The 
Bible contains the most classical literature and 
should be impressively entertaining. Further- 
more, it is the greatest known literary influence 
on character building. It imparts strength 
needed to meet life’s complex situations in a 
world frantic for the lack of its consoling influ- 
ences. George Washington emphasized this 
when he said, “National morality cannot pre- 
vail in exclusion of religious principles.” 

Abraham Lincoln stressed it when he said, 
“This nation, under God, shall have a new 
birth of freedom.’”’ The Bible was a priceless 
chart and compass for Robert E. Lee. The in- 
fluence of his Christian life is beautifully ex- 
pressed by the story of a chaplain’s visit to the 
Confederate camp of men immediately under 
Lee’s command. The visiting chaplain asked, 
“Have you a Bible in this camp?” “No,” re- 
plied the soldier; “but we have General Robert 
E. Lee, who in precept and example lives the 
Bible.”’ 

Woodrow Wilson impressively endorsed it 
when he said: “I ask every man and woman 


that from this day on they would realize that | 


part of the destiny of America lies in their 


daily perusal of this great Book of Revelations; | 


that if they would see America free and pure, 

they will make their own spirits free and pure 

by this baptism of the Holy Scripture.” 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt said: 


ment of the men and women who have been and 
continue to be the pathfinders and benefactors 
of our people, and not recognize the outstand- 
ing place the Bible has occupied as the guide 
and inspiration of their thought and practice.” 

The consensus of many great minds is, that, 
in the crucible of great tests and experiences, 


| 


] 


“One | 
cannot study the story of the rise and develop- | 
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rable Daniel C. Roper 


lecember 11, 1938, from the 
System, Washington, D. C. 


the Bible has proved to be the best guide for 
human conduct. No finer code for human rela- 
tions and government has ever been devised, 
than that set forth by the Bible in these words, 
“Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them.” However, the 
mere physical presence of the Book in the 
household for the sake of appearance or for the 
fancied leavening of the atmosphere does not 
avail. It is only useful as it is seriously read and 
digested into the reader’s thought and action. 

It is a fact of historical significance that 
wherever the influence of the Bible becomes a 
potent force in life, man’s rise in dignity, se- 
curity, freedom, and spirituality has been the 
most rapid. In contrast with this, medieval 
man was culturally and economically unpro- 
gressive. He was enslaved mentally, physically, 
and spiritually. Not until the shackles of 
medievalism were removed, under the impact 
of spiritual concepts, was there incentive on the 
part of the individual to rise to power. The 
natural corollary was the rise of the influence 
of the democratic state. The framework is 
anchored to spiritual foundations. Democracy 
and Christianity came to us cooperatively, and 
it is sure that they must stand or fall together. 

It is the Bible to which we must turn, as our 
fathers did, for a working design of what is 
good, right, and desirable in our complex life, 
and for what will build rust-resisting char- 
acters. In assessing the true values of life, it 
will be found that most important of all are 
faith in human destiny and the safeguarding of 
that justice and tolerance which give purpose 
and ballast to the scheme of living. 

The church, the home, the school, and all our 
agencies of education need to coordinate their 
endeavors to assist human beings to expand 
life and increase human values. 

While each unit to which we look for educa- 
tional guidance has its responsibility, it must 
be recognized that religion practiced in the 
home and coordinated with the church is most 
important for both the individual and the na- 
tion. This responsibility can not be met by 


proxy, but through precept and example on the 
part of consecrated parents and zealous church 
members. Like the child who, after listening 
to a bedtime fairy story, asked if it were true, 
men and women who sit in the pews are reached 
and influenced only by messages of simple truth 
that actuate their hearts and souls. 

Character involving basic virtues will always 
be the determining factor in civilization. The 
gravest present-day danger is found in two dis- 
tinct attitudes. One is that under which people 
only profess to be Christian and democratic, 
but really practice neither. Indifference is 
really the bane of our existence as a democracy 
and as a Christian people. The other is that 
unballasted attitude expressed in extreme paci- 
fism under the belief that they are safeguarding 
against war, when, as a matter of fact, their 
extreme attitude is intensifying the danger of 
war. In the future, as in our dynamic past, 
there are conditions and results much worse 
than war—much worse than death. To illus- 
trate, it would be better to die than exist under 
a condition deprived of all freedom and utterly 
impoverished spiritually. 

The closer physical relationship of nations 
brought by transportation and communication 
impresses us with a realistic as well as altruis- 
tic attitude toward international affairs. Al- 
truistic in the sense that we will strive to be 
good neighbors in a spirit of mutual helpful- 
ness. Realistic to the degree that ample de- 
fense will be maintained for the prevention of 
external threats. 

The best reserve program to meet this situa- 
tion is for the religious world to coordinate, 
mobilize, and vitalize its forces for raising up 
a generation with the courage and the will to 
accept and apply the teachings of the Bible. 
This, and nothing else, will abolish hates, and 
control racial and religious prejudice and intol- 
erance. 

It is to these controls that the whole economic 
order and all political philosophy should be 
made subservient. For this way of life I point 
you to the Bible! 


eee 
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mandate to Japan. 


yet been published in the language. 


Correcting Manuscripts in Unknown 


Tongues 


This title sounds self-contradictory. But it is not. In the 
work of its Versions Department the Bible Society is 
always dealing with languages which the Bible House 
workers cannot read. The fascinating story that follows 
describes one method used to aid translators 


By James Oscar Boyp 


St. Matthew 3:10 me ngi’l gerregar el diak le ngai a ungil rodoch e 
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An example of a variation in recurring phrase discovered by Dr. Boyd | 
in his work in the Palao language, spoken in the small group of islands of | 
the same name lying about 300 miles east of the Philippines and under | 
The version has been made and submitted by Evan- | 
gelical Lutheran missionaries from Germany. No part of the Bible has | 


| 
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certain part of India, discovered that it 

was almost the universal belief of the 
people in that region that the God of the Chris- 
tians was sky-blue in color. This idea had 
arisen from a version of the Lord’s Prayer in 
which “Our Father which art in heaven” was 
translated “Our Heavenly Father,” and the 
word used for “heavenly” was the one generally 
taken to mean “having the color of the sky.” 
While most such errors as these can be cor- 
rected only by the missionaries themselves as 
their knowledge of the language increases, is 
there not help that can be given these usually 
hurried and harried translators, by those who 
have no knowledge of the language? 

This problem has confronted the editors of 
the Bible Societies for many years, and some 
progress has been made. 

The more one probes into the problem, the 
more difficult does it appear. In most cases the 
manuscript of a Gospel, of some other book or 


\ eminent English scholar, on visiting a 


books of either Testament, or of perhaps the 
entire New Testament, represents absolutely 
pioneer linguistic work in the language con- 
cerned. Not only is it the first work of the kind 
that the particular missionary or missionaries 
who undertook it ever attempted; it is probably 
also the first literary product in the language. 
How, then, is it possible to find anyone on earth 
capable of criticizing the document submitted 
to one of the Bible Societies for publication? 
Ought not the Society approached to be thank- 
ful when at least it is a committee, and not a 
single individual, that has produced the trans- 
lation? Or, when the translator has had such 
preparation for his task as, say a grounding in 
the original languages of Scripture? or some 
systematic study of phonetics, or of philology? 
or, to come down to the minimum of advantages, 
the previous acquisition of one or more lan- 
guages besides his native language and the new 
tongue that he has now undertaken to make a 
vehicle for God’s Word? 


| 
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Until recently there has been but a uniform 
answer to such questions: there was just noth- 
ing else to do about it. But a few years ago 
Secretary North of the American Bible Society 
devised a set of tests for versions of Scripture 
into new and unknown tongues. “Believe it or 
not,’—as the current phrase goes,—it is pos- 
sible with these tests for a person utterly unac- 
quainted with the tongue in which the manu- 
script submitted has been prepared, to sit down 
with that manuscript for a couple of weeks 
(reckoning the time for a single Gospel), and 
at the end of that time hand or send to the 
translator or the committee on the mission field 
a critique which, judging from the accumulat- 
ing mass of testimony already received at the 
Bible House, is of the greatest value in revising 
the new version and eliminating many of its 
faults before it is printed. 

How is this possible? It seems incredible, 
but a little explanation will show what can be 
done, at the same time as it is freely admitted 
that some other things can not be done. 

The tests, apart from a list of proper names 
that is too obvious to need remark, consist of 
three operations: First, a comparative test of 
parallel passages within the same book; sec- 
ond, a test of words used in the new version to 
render a selected list of the most important 
words in the original text; and third, a verse 
by verse comparison of material, to see that 
nothing in the original has been omitted and 
nothing has been introduced which is not in the 
original. ; 

Only illustration will make these operations 
clear. For our illustrations we shall take the 
Gospel of St. Matthew. 

Weare all familiar with certain refrains that 
recur again and again, especially in the sayings 
of Jesus in St. Matthew. Such are: “Verily, 
verily I say unto you,” “He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear,” “Repent ye, for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand,” “And it came to 
pass when Jesus had finished these words,” 
“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
through the prophet,” etc. One hundred such 
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cases of parallelism, more or less exact, have 
been set down in the Matthew test, just as each 
passage reads in the English Bible, with space 
left below for copying the equivalent sentences 
in the new version. How does one know what 
to copy? Well, that isn’t hard, as familiarity 
grows after the first few attempts. Of course, 
there is the usual division into chapter and 
verse, and the same punctuations are used; so 
it is easy to identify the words that must neces- 
sarily represent their English equivalents. 
When all the hundred parallels lie before the 
examiner, he is able to review them, and where 
he sees that the very same sentence or phrase 
has been rendered one way here and another 
way there, he notes that passage as one to be 
investigated. (See the illustration at the head 
of this article.) Why, he will ask the transla- 
tor, did you vary in your version that which in 
the original, as well as in the English, is identi- 
cal? Is there some good reason arising out of 
your language, or is it just a case of oversight? 

Next come the word-tests. The same word 
in the Greek may or may not always be ren- 
dered by the same word in English. But, with 
the Greek as the basis, every case where the 
word occurs in St. Matthew is listed by chapter 
and verse. Then the examiner looks up all 
these passages, and patiently sets down oppo- 
site chapter and verse the word used there in 
the new version. Usually, of course, there is 
no variation. But often there is, and sometimes 
a surprising variation. When the list is com- 
plete, it may be evident why, for example, 
“bless” is rendered by one word in some places 
and by another word in the rest. Evidently, in 
the tongue of the new version “to bless” when 
God is the object, is quite rightly distinguished 
from “to bless” when God is the subject and 
his creatures are the object. Far more often, 
the word-test reveals poverty in the new tongue 
in expressions for the abstract ideas of ethics 
and religion. And one of the things the exam- 
iner can do, is to list the alien words the trans- 
lator has used (not only English, but Spanish, 
for example, or German, or whatever other 
European civilization has touched that part of 
the world), so as to be able to ask him, Are you 
sure there is not some native word that would 
do equally well instead of this foreign word? 
The Bible has become throughout the world the 
great storage warehouse, as it were, in which 
words and phrases that might otherwise be lost 
are being preserved, and through which the in- 
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evitable process of change is slowed up. We 
today read Shakespeare with vastly greater 
pleasure and understanding than we should 
have done if the 1611 version of the Bible had 
not embalmed the language of Shakespeare in 
a volume incomparably more often and widely 
read. 

It is true that the test of consistency and uni- 
formity ought not to be pressed beyond a rea- 
sonable limit. Many prefer the King James 
Version to the Revised Version on account of 
its greater freedom in the choice of the English 
word to fit its context, sense and rhythm and all 
things considered. But, by calling the trans- 
lator’s attention to his own variations, there is 
at least a guarantee that inconsistency through 
mere arbitrariness or negligence shall not es- 
cape his notice and considered judgment. 

The last stage of the examiner’s task is a me- 
chanical review of the manuscript before him, 
to see that nothing has crept into or fallen out 
of the sacred text by mere inadvertence. “To 
err is human,” and few such undertakings, of 
a book in length, have escaped the inclusion of 
some notable blunder—just not caught! 
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In the end, what has been accomplished? 
Not—certainly not—any assurance that the 
translator has chosen the best words, or has 
avoided every pitfall of grammar, or has so 
lived himself into the native idiom as to write 
each sentence in the way best qualified to con- 
vey the thought to his native readers. But, 
these translators themselves being the judges, 
this testing has served to call their attention to 
just what they might otherwise have missed, 
and helped them to produce a consistent and 
faithful rendering of the original. Ninety per- 
cent is perhaps not too high to place the pro- 
portion of the valid criticisms thus set before 
them; while the small remainder may repre- 
sent such unique elements in the language of 
the new version as call for expression in indi- 
viduality and freedom. 


So successful have these tests proved, that a 
sister Bible Society has asked permission to use 
them. It may fairly be hoped that hereafter, 
while that vast remainder of the Bible transla- 
tion work of the world is being achieved, new 
versions and new revisions will not generally 
be issued before they have met such tests. 


Called to Higher Service 


HADOWS were cast over the holiday joys at 
the Bible House by the loss of two of its 
choicest leaders—on December 21, Mrs. Finley 
J. Shepard, and on December 28, Mr. Charles 
F. Darlington. No one who was acquainted at 
all with the guiding principles of Mrs. Shep- 
ard’s notable career would be surprised to 
learn that she was an official member of the 
Society’s family. With an intensity seldom 
seen, she gave of herself and her means, that 
the world might hear and heed the gospel. 
Elected a Vice President of the Society in 1919, 
she became a member of the Foreign Agencies 
Committee in 1922. The depth of her interest 
was revealed in the fact that, during the clos- 
ing months of her life when her strength was 
failing fast, she was found in her place at 
meetings of her committee and the Board. The 
resolution adopted by the Board and appearing 
in the report of its January meeting on page 34 
of this issue of the RECORD indicates the extent 


of her generosity. Her influence was possibly 
of even greater value to the Society. She will 


be sorely missed. 
1K * * 


Mr. Charles F. Darlington was at the time of | 


his death the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Agencies. He was an intense lover of 
the Bible, and his years were filled with good 
works. 
Bible House because of his warm friendliness. 
As the brother of the Treasurer’s father, he 
was ‘Uncle Charlie” to others beside. He was 
always on the alert to discover men fitted for 


He was dearly loved by the staff at the | 


service on the Board, and made many sugges- | 


tions. There was nothing perfunctory in Mr. 
Darlington’s relationship to the Society. Its 
problems were his problems, and even through 
the closing years of his life, when he found it 
necessary to conserve his failing strength, he 
was faithful to his responsibilities. His place 
will be hard to fill. 


| health. He used a cane in those 
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On Reading the Bible 


(Continued from page 23) 


the Gospel of St. Matthew may be read in one 
hour and twenty minutes, St. Mark in fifty-five 
minutes, St. Luke in one hour and thirty min- 
utes, and St. John in one hour and ten minutes. 
This is slightly less than a total of five hours. 
Most people who read at all think nothing of 
spending two hours and a half with a book or 
magazine in an evening. The four Gospels 
could be read in two such evenings, and with 
an eye-opening profit to the spiritual uplift of 
the reader that is amazing. 

So the American Bible Society is glad to 
learn of any program, public or personal, that 
gives the Scriptures to people in larger quan- 
tities at a reading. It would be a good thing if 
hundreds of churches would do on Bible Sun- 
day what the church at Scranton, Kansas, and 
Dr. Poling’s church in Philadelphia have done. 
If hundreds of churches did it, its publicity 
value and appearance as a “stunt” would di- 
minish, but the value to the listeners would 
expand into an immeasurable blessing. 


For personal reading we have two sugges- 


HADEUS L. ADAMS is 
eighty-one years old. Back 
at the turn of the century he 
went to California for his 


days when he walked, and he 
never went out at night. He 
writes under date of December 
ei 1938: “But now I don’t 
need a cane, and am never in 
at night—too many good places 
to go for my Lord.” 

Mr. Adams began his career 
at an early age as a colporteur 
for the American Bible Society. 
Then, after completing his edu- 
cation, he held pastorates for 
twenty-five years. Later he en- 
tered evangelistic work. When 
he was thirty-one years old, he 


“I Am Never In at Night’? 
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tions to make. The American Bible Society 
publishes the New Testament in eleven penny 
portions. These may be bought singly or as a 
set in a little box, with a leather cover for use 
with the volume being read. In this form the 
books of the New Testament may be carried by 
those who have an hour or two when traveling, 
or when they are otherwise possessed of spare 
time. On the average, each of these eleven lit- 
tle volumes may be read in an hour and a half. 
One or two may be taken along whenever a 
chance for a little reading is promised. 


The Society also publishes a leaflet called 
“My Reading Record,” which may serve to keep 
the reader posted on the extent of his reading. 
It reveals instantly the relative length of the 
books, so that an evening’s reading may be 
blocked out in advance. 

The Bible has been a dull and difficult book 
to many because they have never read it as 
other books are read. Try reading it a book or 
more at a sitting. Take a Sunday afternoon 
and evening for the reading of the Book of 
Psalms or the letters of St. Paul. Whatever 
is done by way of a more extensive reading of 
the Scriptures will captivate and inspire the 
reader.—F. C. S. 


, became a Life Director of the 
American Bible Society upon 
payment of $150. For fifty 
years the Society has furnished 
Mr. Adams with $2.50 worth 
of Scriptures for free distribu- 
tion to needy people—a privi- 
lege accorded to any Life Direc- 
tor requesting it. “One year,’ 
writes Mr. Adams, “I gave out 
twenty-four Testaments, and I 
saw twelve of their recipients 
brought to Christ.’’ 

Mr. Adams is in _ perfect 
health of body and soul, and 
works full time as an evange- 
list and Scripture distributor. 
He has read the Bible through 
sixty times. Long may he 
prosper. 
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HE prayer appearing in 

the middle of page 23 was 
offered by the Reverend H. L. 
Lambden at the Bible Sunday 
service in his church in Sum- 
mit, New Jersey, on December 
11. The searching beauty and 
strength of its phrases suggest 
its wider usefulness. 


ARE you going to the Golden 
Gate International Exposition 
during 1939? The American 
Bible Society will be there. 
Secretary Ralph W. Bayless of 
the Pacific District Office in 
San Francisco is busy now per- 
fecting plans by which he hopes 
that the Society’s booth on 
Treasure Island will notably 
increase interest in, and the 
distribution of, the Scriptures. 


January Meeting of the 
Board 


HE ninth stated meeting of 

the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and twenty-third year 
was held at the Bible House, Park 
Avenue and 57th Street, New 
York, on Thursday, January 5, 
1939, at 3: 30 p. m., Vice President 
Frank H. Mann in the chair. 


Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Recording Secretary 
Stifler. 

The minutes of the eighth 
stated meeting of the year were 
approved. 

The following memorial minutes 
on Mrs. Finley J. Shepard and 
Mr. Charles F. Darlington were 
adopted: 


Mts. Finley J. Shepard 


Many significant religious enter- 
prises in America suffered a great 
loss in the death of Helen Gould 
Shepard on December 21. To the 
American Bible Society her passing 
has meant the loss of a Vice Presi- 
dent and an active member of the 
Committee on Foreign Agencies. 
For almost twenty years, Mrs. Shep- 
ard had been a Vice President of 
the Society, having been elected in 
January 1919. In June 1922, she 
was chosen a member of the Foreign 
Agencies Committee. 

Such a record of relationships, 
however, does not at all measure 
Mrs. Shepard’s share in the Society’s 
life and work. One of the guiding 
principles of her life was the con- 
viction that the teachings of Christ 
revealed in the Scriptures should 
find their way into the hearts of all 
men. This was the taproot from 
which spread all her manifold Chris- 
tian interests, and in this conviction 
she was devoted to the Society’s 
work, frequent in her attendance at 
Board and committee meetings, and 
generous in her support. Because 
of her close contact with it, she more 
than once came to the aid of some 
particular project with a special 
gift, notably in the Sage Fund cam- 
paign in 1910. Her many contribu- 
tions over a period of forty years 
reached into the tens of thousands 
of dollars. 

Among her many other activities 
along similar lines, Mrs. Shepard, 
a vice president of the American 
Tract Society, through the agency of 
that society, annually distributed 
throughout the known world millions 
of her own Scripturally prepared 
tracts in forty or more languages. 

The Board of Managers in its 
monthly meetings will greatly miss 
her quiet and gracious presence. 
Her association with the Society’s 
life attracted the interest of others 
who honored her and any cause to 
which she gave herself. 

The Board extends to her beloved 
husband and her children its pro- 
found sympathy in the loss that not 
only its members, but the Society in 
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general and the Christian cause the 
world around, have suffered by her 
death. 


Charles F. Darlington 


The Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society records its 
sorrow at the death of Mr. Charles 
F. Darlington, for nearly twenty 
years a member of the Board. By 
profession a lawyer, Mr. Darlington 
gave much care and thought to reli- 
gious life in New York City, both 
in the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church and in the societies to which 
he belonged. 

In the American Bible Society his 
service on the Committee on Foreign 
Agencies was marked by eagerness 
for advance, hearty participation 
in counsel, and generous appraisal 
of every personal factor in the So- 
ciety’s work. His support was char- 
acterized by faithful and generous 
giving over many years. He was a 
man thoroughly acquainted with the 
Scriptures, holding them in great 
affection. It was his custom himself 
to offer the opening prayer at com- 
mittee sessions over which he pre- 
sided. In these prayers it was 
revealed that the Scriptures had be- 
come a veritable part of his warm 
religious experience and glowing 
faith. 

The Officers and Managers of the 
Society will miss him greatly, and 
extend to Mrs. Darlington and his 
children this expression of deep sym- 
pathy in their loss. 

A scroll written by the Atetela 
Christians living along the Lo- 
mami River in the Belgian Congo, 
thanking the Society for the first 
consignment of New Testaments 
in their own language received 
last August, was presented by Dr. 


Emory Ross, executive secretary | 


of the African Committee func- 
tioning with the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America and 
cooperating with the African Wel- 
fare Committee of the Federal 
Council. 

Mr. W. H. Ochiltree, of Pitts- 


burgh, Pa., was elected a member | 


of the Board of Managers. 
A summary of home grants 


during the year 1939 showed a 
total of 6,372 Bibles, 46,106 Tes- 


taments, 40,718 Portions, or 93,196 
volumes. 

The constitution of the Japan 
Bible Society was approved. 


Copies of “The Book of a Thou- | 


sand Tongues” were presented. 
The meeting was adjourned. 
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New York City—Bible House, Park Ave. and 57th St. .New York, New Jersey, Penna., Del., 
Atlanta, Georgia—85 Walton St. ............... ....No. Carolina, So. Carolina, Georgia, 
Chicago, Illinois—35 E. Wacker Drive Ohio, Ky., Ind., Ill., Iowa, Mo., Mich, 
Dallas, Texas—1814 Main St. 


pia henetsists Washington, Oregon, California, 
Arizona, Alaska, Hawaiian Islands. 


Foreign Agencies 


Brazil — REv. CHARLES W. TURNER, 
PH.D., Bible House, Avenida Eras- 
mo Braga No. 12, Rio de Janeiro. 


Bible Lands Agency, North—C. S. BELL, 
Box 747, Beirut, Syria. 


West Indies — Josm MARCIAL-DoRADO, 
PH.D., Neptuno 173, Havana, Cuba. 

Mexico—Sr. H. T,. Marroguin, Apartado 
1373, Mexico City. 

Caribbean—Rrv. RAYMOND D. GreEaGory, 
Bible House, Cristobal, Canal Zone. 


Upper Andes—JOHN RITCHIn, Apartado 
448, Girén Camand4 836, Lima, Peru. 
La Plata—Rev. P. PENZOTTI, Calle Cor- 
rientes 728, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


Bible Lands Agency, South—Rrv. EB. W. 
G. HupGELL, M.A., P. O. Box 724, 
62 Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, 
Egypt. 


Cairo, 


Maryland, D. C., Virginia, W. Va. 
Florida, Tenn., Alabama, Mississippi. 
Wis., Minn., N. Dak., S. Dak., Neb., Kan. 


eoeha tone aielshecsi a) aie aiineiccane Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Colorado, New Mexico. 
Nevada, 


Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Utah, 


Philippines—Rry. W. H. FoncsrR, Box 
775, Bible House, No. 636 Isaac 
Peral, Manila. 

Siam—Rey. Roperr O. FRANKLIN, 703 
Sathorn Rd., Bangkok. 

China—REv. CaRLETON Lacy, D.D., Bible 
pee: 58 Hongkong Road, Shang- 
ai. 


Japan—RrEV, K. EB. AURELL, Bible House, 
No. 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Maine—LoRInG §. STRICKLAND, 19 Pine St., Portland 
New Hampshire—Epwarp A, Dames, 24 Warren St., Concord. 
Vermont—RrEv. EVERETT A. BABCOCK, 121 So. Willard Street, 


Burlington, 


Massachusetts—FRANCIS R. CLARK. 41 Bromfield St.. Boston. 


Connecticut — REV. 


S. W. RaAyMonpD, 278 Farmington Ave., 
Hartford. 
Rhode Island—Rxv. SELDEN R. McCurpy, D.D., 144 Westminster 


St., Providence. 


Maryland—Rerv. HB. C. Powers, D.D., 9 E. Franklin St., Balti- 
more. 


O provide against insecurity in old age 

and worry about the future is a sure way 
to help make the present enjoyable—even add 
years to your life. 

An Annuity Agreement of the American 
Bible Society is a very safe, practical way to 
ensure a steady income to meet your own 
needs or ease the burdens of others. The 
annuitant has no coupons to keep track of, no 
accounting books or papers to care for. The 
check from the American Bible Society arrives 
at stated intervals; and for over ninety years, 


MAIL THIS 
COUPONTLODAN 


INCOME 


through eleven major and minor depressions, 
these checks have never failed. 

In addition to your comfort and freedom 
from worry, you will realize you are helping 
to extend the important Bible ministry of the 
American Bible Society—through its ever- 
widening distribution of God’s Word through- 
out the world. 

“(A Gift That Lives” is a little booklet which 
tells the advantages of the Annuity Agreement 
plan. Will you not let us send you this booklet? 


American Bible Society, Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62T 
entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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